
READINGS SUITABLE FOR WEDDINGS 
 
 
 
1 Corinthians 13 NEB 
 
I may speak in tongues of men or of angels, but if I am without love, I am a 
sounding gong or a clanging cymbal. I may have the gift of prophecy, and 
know every hidden truth; I may have faith strong enough to move mountains; 
but if I have no love, I am nothing. I may dole out all I possess, or even give 
my body to be burnt, but if I have no love, I am none the better. 
 
Love is patient; love is kind and envies no-one.  Love is never boastful, nor 
conceited, nor rude; never selfish, not quick to take offence. Love keeps no 
score of wrongs; does not gloat over other men’s sins, but delights in the 
truth.  There is nothing love cannot face; there is no limit to its faith, its hope, 
and its endurance. 
 
Love will never come to an end. Are there prophets? Their work will be over. 
Are there tongues of ecstasy? They will cease. Is there knowledge? It will 
vanish away; for our knowledge and our prophesy alike are partial, and the 
partial vanishes when wholeness comes. When I was a child, my speech, my 
outlook and my thoughts were all childish. When I grew up, I had finished with 
childish things. Now we see only puzzling reflections in a mirror, but  then we 
shall see face to face. My knowledge now is partial; then it will be whole, like 
God’s knowledge of me. In a word, there are three things that last for ever: 
faith, hope and love; but the greatest of them all is love. 
 
 
 
 
John 2. 1-11 NEB 
 
On the third day there was a wedding at Cana-in-Galilee. The mother of Jesus 
was there, and Jesus and his disciples were guests also. The wine gave out, 
so Jesus’ mother said to him, ‘They have no wine left.’ He answered, ‘Your 
concern, mother, is not mine. My hour has not yet come.’ His mother said to 
the servants, ‘Do whatever he tells you.’ There were six stone water-jars 
standing near, of the kind used for Jewish rites of purification; each held from 
twenty to thirty gallons. Jesus said to the servants, ‘Fill the jars with water’ and 
they filled them to the brim. ‘Now draw some off’ he ordered, ‘and take it to the 
steward of the feast’; and they did so. The steward tasted the water now 
turned into wine, not knowing its source; though the servants who had drawn 
the water knew. He hailed the bridegroom and said, ‘Everyone serves the 
best wine first, and waits until the guests have drunk freely before serving the 
poorer sort; but you have kept the best wine till now.’ 
This deed at Cana-in-Galilee is the first of the signs by which Jesus revealed 
his glory and led his disciples to believe in him. 
 
 



 
John 15.9-12 JB 
 
Jesus said, ‘As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you. 
Remain in my love. If you keep my commandments you will remain in my 
love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and remain in his love. 
I have told you this so that my own joy may be in you and your joy be 
complete. 
This is my commandment: love one another, as I have loved you’ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1 John 4.7-12 JB 
 
My dear people, let us love one another since love comes from God  
and everyone who loves is begotten by God and knows God. 
Anyone who fails to love can never have known God, because God is love. 
God’s love for us was revealed when God sent into the world his only Son so 
that we could have life through him; 
This is the love I mean: not our love for God, but God’s love for us when he 
sent his Son to be the sacrifice that takes our sins away. 
My dear people, since God has loved us so much, we too should love one 
another. 
No one has ever seen God; but as long as we love one another God will live 
in us and his love will be complete in us. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Colossians 3.12-17 RSV 
 
Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassion, kindness, 
lowliness, meekness, and patience, forbearing one another and, if one has a 
complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, 
so you must also forgive. And above all these put on love, which binds 
everything together in perfect harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule in 
your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. And be 
thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, as you teach and admonish 
one another in all wisdom, and as you sing psalms and hymns and spiritual 
songs with thankfulness in your hearts to God. And whatever you do, in word 
or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God 
the Father through him. 
 
 


